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8. Adjectives / Emifeta
Adjectives are declinable words which modify or attribute a property to nouns. They agree in gender,
number and case with the noun they refer to. However they may follow a different declensional
pattern, for example:

0 KaAOg GvOpmmog

N koA yovaixa (dif decl pat)
10 kaAo moudi (dif decl pat)

the good man
the good woman
the good child

ot Kool avOpwmot
01 KOAEG YUVOIKECG
TO KOAG TOd1d

the good men
the good women
the good children

Declension

Adjectives follow a three-fold gender distinction: masculine, feminine, neuter. They decline as nouns
and can be divided into groups according to the endings of the nominative singular. Adjectives
belonging to a certain group decline the same way. The following tables show the different groups and
one adjective of each group is being representatively declined. Any exceptions or details about the

cases and the accentmark will be mentioned under the tables.

8.1 Regular adjectives

-0G, -1, -0 | KaAdg, -1, -6 (good)

Case Singular Plural

nom 0 KOAOC 1N KOAR TO KOAO o1 Kohol 01 KOAEG TO, KOAGL

gen TOL KOAOD | TG KOANG | TOL KOAOV | TOV KAA®V TOV KAAD®V TOV KOAD®V

acc TOV KOAO TNV KON TO KOAO TOVG KOAOVG | TIG KOAEG T KOAQL

voC - KOAE - KoAn - KaAd - KaAol - KOAEG - KOAQ

-0G, -0, -0 | opaiog, -a, -o (beautiful)

Case Singular Plural

nom 0 OPOiog N opoio T0 wpaio ol wpaiot 01 mpoieg o @poio

gen 0V Wpaiov | TS wpoiog | Tov wpaiov | TV painv | TOV painv | TV opaiov

acc tov wpoio | v opaia | To wpaio TOLGC WPOLOVG | TIC WPOES 0, wpaio

VOC - opaie - opoio - 0wpaio - opoiot - opaieg - opaio

-0¢, -14, -6 | YAvkag, -14, -6 (Sweet)

Case Singular Plural

nom 0 YALKOG N YAUKLE T0 YAVKO o1 yAvkol ol YAukég T0, YAuKd

gen TOV YAUKOV | NG YALKIAG | TOL YAUKOD | TV YAVKOV | TOV YAVKOV | TOV YAVK®OV

acc TO YAVKO TN YAUKIA | TO YAVKO TOVG YAVKOVG | TIG YAUKEG T YAUKA

vVoC - YAUKE - YAVKLA - YAUKO - yAvkoi - YAUKéQ - YAUKG

The feminine plural is formed without the -1-.

-9, -1d4, -0 | Pabvg, -14, -0 (deep)

Case Singular Plural

nom 0 Pabig N Pabud 10 BaBD ot Badioi ot Babiég ta fabud

gen oV Babv g Bobiac | tov Pabv tov Babov | tov fabidv | tov Babidv

acc t0 Bafv ™ Pabid t0 Bafv Toug Pablovg | Tic fabiéc 0, Babid

VOC - Babv - Bobd - Baby - Babroi - Babiég - Baba

-G, -1, -i | oTaymc, -14, -i (asgray)

Case Singular Plural

nom 0 oTOYTNG | M oTayTd TO GTOYTL 01 GTOYTI01 0l GTOYTLES O GTOYTIL

gen TOV GTOYTN | TNG TOL TV TV TV
GTAYTIOG GTOYTION GTAYTUDV OTAYTUDV OTAYTUDV

acc TO GTOYTN ™ otoyTd | To oToyTi TOVG TIC OTOYTIEG | TO GTOYTIA

GTOYTIOVG
VOC - GTOYTY - OTOY TG - otoyTi - oTOYTI01 - OTOYTIES - oToyTh
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-NG,-0,-1Ko | {nAdpng, -0, -ko (jealous)

Case Singular Plural

nom o {nudpng | n (nMdpa | TO ot o1 {nMdpeg Ta {nAdpika
{mAdpiko | InAapnoeg

gen OV ™mg OV TV - TV

{ndpn Indpag ndpucov | {nlapnowv IMMbpiceov

acc to {ndpn | ™ (nMdpa | To TOVG Tig InMapeg | ta {nAdpika
{mAdpiko | InAapnoeg

VOC - (nMépn - (nMapa - (nMbpko | - Inddpndeg | - InAdpeg - (nMbpika

The masculine plural takes an extra syllable. These adjectives do not form the genitive plural of the
feminine gender.

8.2 Irregular adjectives
The following tables show adjectives with an irregular declensional pattern.
8.2.1 Adjectives with the ending -ig, -1¢, -ég

NS NG-€S

debvnc, -Ng, -é (international)

Case Singular Plural

nom 0 01efvig N S1ebvng t0 O1e0vég | o1 diebveig o1 d1ebveic Ta 01efvn

gen TOV g OV Tov 0ebvav | tov diebvav | Tov debvav
d1efvonc debvoig d1efvonc

acc T0 O1e0vn| T o1ebvn 10 O1e0vég | Toug Olebveic | Tig O1ebveilg 0, d1Ebvn

VOC - 01ebvii(g) | - debvng - O1e0vEC - O1elveig - O1e0veic - 01evn)

The adjectives ending in -ng, which are stressed in

the second-to-last syllable in the nominative
singular as mAnpng (full), cuvnbng (usual) etc., retain the stress on the second-to-last syllable in all
cases. Attention: The adjectives ending in -®dng as 1demdng (ideal), pvotnpiddng (Mysterious) etc.
bear the stress mark on the last syllable in the genitive plural, for example: 18e®dmg, 18eddovg, 16emdn,
10N (C) — 10eMIELC, 10DV, 10eMOELS, 10EMOELG
8.2.2 The adjective “o0 molig, n molMj, To woAv” (much, many)

Singular

Case masculine feminine neuter

nom 0 TOADG n TOAM 70 TTOAD
gen TOV - mg TOAMG TOV -

acc TOV TOAD mv TOAM) 10 TOAD
voC - - - - - -
Plural

Case masculine feminine neuter

nom ol ToAlol ot TOMEG 10 TOAAGL
gen TOV oAV TOV  TOMOV TOV  TOAADV
acc TOUG  TOAAOVG TIG TOALEC TO TOAMAGL
vOC - TOoALOL - TOMEG - TOAAYL

Attention: use one A when -v follows, dubble A\ in all other cases.

Do not confuse the adjective “mol0” with the adverb “ oA ” which means “ very ” .
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9. The degrees of comparison / Ilapa0sTikd emOiT@V
9.1 The positive degree is the adjective itself, no comparison is actually made:

[ ynhog, yni, ymrd  long |

Kovtdg, kovtn, kovtd  short

9.2 The comparative degree may be formed in two ways:

1. by placing the adverb “ o ” before the adjective

YnAos - mo yniog long — longer

YNAT - o Y
YNAO - IO YNAO

Kovtog - o kovtog  short - shorter
KOVTY| - TTL0 KOVT1]

KOVTO - L0 KOVTO

or

2. by attaching the suffix -(6/®/0)tepog, -(6/d/0)tepn, -(6/d/0)tepo to the end of the adjective stem
(notice however that this rule does not apply to all adjectives, for example to adjectives ending in -ng,

-Ql, -1K0.)

ynAdg - yniotepog  long-longer
YN - ynioTep

ymAb - ynAoTepo

Kovtog - kovtotepog  short - shorter
KOVTY| - KovTOTEpN

KOVTO - KOVTUTEPO

The word “ than  in Greek is “ am6 ”.
H EAévn elvar ynAdtepn amé ™ Mopia.

Helen is longer than Maria.

9.3 The superlative degree is formed by placing the definite article ( o, n, To ) before the comparative

degree:

0 7o YNAog or o ynAotepog the longest

1N o YN or  yniotepn
T0 10 YNAO OF TO YNAOTEPO

0 710 KOvTOG Or 0 KovrvTepog the shortest
1 10 KOVTI] OF 1] KOVTUTEP)
TO 710 KOVTO OI TO KOVTUTEPO

9.4 The absolute superlative degree is formed by attaching the suffix -étarog, -6Tatn, -6taro to the
end of the adjective stem or placing the adverb “ (mapa) mold * before the adjective:

ynAdtatog or (mapa) modv yniog very long
ynAétarn of (mapa) mord ynin
ynAdtaro of (mdpa) mord ynlho

Kkovtétatog Of (mapa) morv kovtég very short
kovtotatn of (wapa) Tohd KovT)
kovtotaro Of (mapa) ol Kovtod

9.5 Irregular degrees of comparison

Adjectives, positive degree

The comparative degree

The superlative degree

kakodc — —6 (bad)

YEPOTEPOG —1 —O

Kahog —1 —0 (good) KOADTEPOG —

—0 ap1oTOG —M —0

AMyog —n —o (little)

MyOTEPOC —1 —O

eMi16T0G —M —0

ueydioc —n —o (big, great, large)

UEYOADTEPOG —M —O

UEY16TOG —1 —0

pkpdc —n —o (small, little)

UIKPOTEPOC —1 —O

eAd16T0G —1 —0

ToAMOG, TOAAY, moAd (many, much) | mepiocdtepog
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