Modern Greek Grammar
Konstantinos Athanasiou

5. The cases / O ttdoelg

In a higly inflected language as Greek the role of the words in the sentence is not indicated by their
position but by their cases. Cases are the different forms Greek words as articles, nouns, adjectives,
pronouns, participles can have. The form of the words changes at the ending, the first part of the
words, the so-called stem, does not change. Modern Greek has four cases:

1*" : the nominative

2" - the genitive

3" : the accusative (in ancient Greek 4™

4™ : the vocative (case of direct address) (in ancient Greek 5™

The nominative
The nominative indicates:
1. the subject in the sentence

H EAévn ayopdlet unha. Helen buys apples.

2. the predicate in the sentence as well, when linking verbs are used:
O Nikog eivor kadog padnrigc. Nikos is a good pupil.
The genitive
The genitive indicates:

1. possesion

To avtokivnto Tov Nikov. Niko’s car.

To modfAato T Mapiag. Maria’s bicycle.

2. the indirect object in the sentence, mostly persons or personal pronouns (or with certain
verbs the direct object, e.g. miepova(phone), powalm (look like))
H yioy1d diver tng Mapiog éva daytoridt.  Grandmother gives Maria a ring.

Tov dive évo Pipiio. I give him a book.
Tng dive kagé. | offer her coffee.
Tng tAepmvnoa. | phoned her.
Moidlel Tov TaTépa Tov. He looks like his father.
3. age
Eipot 23 ypovadv. | am 23 years old.
4. date

Ta yevéhio pov eivon otig 15 Maptiov. My birthday is on the 15" of March.

The accusative
The accusative
1. indicates the direct object in the sentence:
O Nixog yvopilel Tov Koota. Nikos knows Kosta.
O Kootog yvopilel tnv EAévy. Kostas knows Helen.

2. isused after a preposition:

ue to Niko with ...
a6 v EAévn from ...
v Tov Kdota for ...
oTovV Avopéa to ...
otV Avva, to...

3. may indicate time:
[T6te B mag ot Mapia; When wil you go to Maria?
Tn Agvtépa. On Monday.

The vocative

The vocative is used to address somebody:
Koota! Niko! EXiévn!
INaztpé! Kvpisg kot koprot!  IMoond!
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