
Modern Greek Grammar 
Konstantinos Athanasiou 

All rights reserved. No part of this work may be reproduced in digital form or any other form, by print, photoprint, 
microfilm or any other means without written permission from the author Konstantinos Athanasiou. 

12.3.3 The Imperfect tense / Παραηαηικός 

The verbs in “Παραηαηηθός” express duration and repetition in the past. The Imperfect tense stresses 

the continuing nature of the action or the event taken place in the past. Therefore it is used 

- to indicate a habitual action or event occurred in the past 

Πέρσζη θάζε Κσρηαθή έπαηδα γθοιθ. I was playing golf every Sunday last year.  

 

- to describe an event that took place over een extended period of time 

Χηες δηάβαδε όιε κέρα. He was studying the whole day yesterday. 

 

- to describe an action that was ongoing when something else took place 

  Καζώς δηάβαδε, τηύπεζε ηο ηειέθωλο. While he was studying, the telephone rang. 

 

12.3.3.1 Formation of the Imperfect tense of the active voice 

Characteristics 

The personal endings of the “Παραηαηηθός” are the same as in the Past tense, the “Αόρηζηος”: -α, -ες, -

ε, -αμε, -αηε, -αν. The A verbs bear the stress mark on the third-to-last syllable while the B verbs on 

the second-to-last syllable except the first and the second person plural where the stress mark is to be 

found on the third-to-last syllable.  

 

Groep A, 1
st
 conjugation 

The augment (prefix) “ έ- ” 

The verbs of the 1
st
 conjugation take an augment. The same rules apply as in the past tense, the 

“Αόρηζηος”, see above the use of the augment in the Past tense. 

  

Formation steps 

The verbs δηαβάδω (read) and γράθω (write) are used as example: 

1. Find the present stem of the verb (omit -ω) 

δηαβάδω – διαβαδ- γράθω – γραθ- 

 

2. Place the personal endings (-α, -ες, -ε, -αμε, -αηε, -αν) after the present stem and put the stress 

mark on the third-to-last syllable. If the verb has two syllables, place the augment “έ-” (before 

the present stem with the stress mark on it). Notice that the first and the second person plural 

do not take the augment. 

διάβαδ-α 

διάβαδ-ες 

διάβαδ-ε 

 

διαβάδ-αμε 

διαβάδ-αηε 

διάβαδ-αν 

έ-γραθ-α 

έ-γραθ-ες 

έ-γραθ-ε 

 

γράθ-αμε 

γράθ-αηε 

έ-γραθ-αν 

 

The verbs used above are conjugated in the table below: 

διάβαδα I was reading  

διάβαδες you were reading 

διάβαδε … 

 

διαβάδαμε     

διαβάδαηε     

διάβαδαν 

έγραθα  I was writing 

έγραθες you were writing 

έγραθε  … 

 

γράθ-αμε 

γράθ-αηε 

έγραθ-αν 
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Group B, 2
nd

 conjugation 

Characteristics 

The verbs of the 2
nd

 conjugation take before the personal endings the letter combination “-οσζ-” and 

bear the stress mark on the second-to-last syllable except the first and the second person plural. 

Moreover these verbs do not take the augment “έ-”. 

 

Formation steps 

The verbs αγαπώ (love) and ηειεθωλώ (telephone) are used as example: 

1. Find the present stem of the verb (omit -ω) 

Β1 Β2 

αγαπώ – αγαπ-   γειώ –  γελ- ηειεθωλώ –  ηελεθων-  

 

2. Place the lettercombination “-οσζ-” after the present tense stem. 

Β1 Β2 

αγαπ-οσζ-   γει-οσζ- ηειεθωλ-οσζ-  

 

3. Place the personal endings (-α, -ες, -ε, -αμε, -αηε, -αν) in the end and put the stress mark on 

the second-to-last syllable. Notice that the first and the second person plural bear the stress 

mark on the third-to-last syllable. 

Β1 Β2 

αγαπ-ούζ-α  γελ-ούζ-α 

αγαπ-ούζ-ες  γελ-ούζ-ες 

αγαπ-ούζ-ε  γελ-ούζ-ε 

 

αγαπ- ούζ-αμε  γελ-ούζ-αμε 

αγαπ-ούζ-αηε  γελ-ούζ-αηε 

αγαπ-ούζ-αν  γελ-ούζ-αν 

ηελεθων-ούζ-α 

ηελεθων-ούζ-ες 

ηελεθων-ούζ-ε 

 

ηελεθων-ούζ-αμε 

ηελεθων-ούζ-αηε 

ηελεθων-ούζ-αν 

 

4. The verbs used above are conjugated in the following table: 

B1 B2 

αγαπούζα I was loving γελούζα I was laughing 

αγαπούζες you … γελούζες you ... 

αγαπούζε  γελούζε  

 

αγαπούζαμε  γελούζαμε 

αγαπούζαηε  γελούζαηε 

αγαπούζαν  γελούζαν 

ηελεθωνούζα I was telephoning 

ηελεθωνούζες you … 

ηελεθωνούζε 

 

ηελεθωνούζαμε 

ηελεθωνούζαηε 

ηελεθωνούζαν 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Modern Greek Grammar 
Konstantinos Athanasiou 

All rights reserved. No part of this work may be reproduced in digital form or any other form, by print, photoprint, 
microfilm or any other means without written permission from the author Konstantinos Athanasiou. 

12.3.3.2 Formation of the Imperfect tense of the medio-passive voice 

Group A, 1
st
 conjugation 

Characteristics 
The endings of the Imperfect tense of the medio-passive voice of the verbs belonging to group A are: 

–όκοσλ, -όζοσλ, -όηαλ, -όκαζηε, -όζαζηε, -οληαλ 

 

Formation steps 

The verb πιερώλοκαη (get paid) is used as example: 

1. Find the present stem (omit -ω, -οκαη) 

πιερώλω-πιερώλοκαη – πλερων- 

 

2. Place the endings after the stem -όκοσλ, -όζοσλ, -όηαλ, -όκαζηε, -όζαζηε, -οληαλ 

πλερων-όμοσν 

πλερων-όζοσν 

πλερων-όηαν 

 

πλερων-όμαζηε 

πλερων-όζαζηε 

πλερών-ονηαν 

 

Hieronder wordt bovenstaande werkwoord vervoegd: 

πλερωνόμοσν  I was being (or getting) paid 

πλερωνόζοσν  you were being paid 

πλερωνόηαν  … 

 

πλερωνόμαζηε 

πλερωνόζαζηε 

πλερώνονηαν 
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Group B, 2
nd

 conjugation 

Characteristics 
The endings of the Imperfect tense of the medio-passive voice of the verbs belonging to group B are: 

B1:   -ιόμοσν, -ιόζοσν, -ιόηαν, -ιόμαζηε, -ιόζαζηε, -ιόνηαν (-ούνηαν) 

B2:   -όμοσν, -όζοσν, -όηαν, -όμαζηε, -όζαζηε, -όνηαν (-ούνηαν) 

Arc. conj.: -ούμοσν, -ούζοσν, -ούνηαν, -ούμαζηε, -ούζαζηε, -ούνηαν 

 

Formation steps 

The verbs αγαπηέκαη (be loved), θοηκάκαη (sleep) and δηεγούκαη (narrate) are used as example: 

1. Find the present stem (omit -ώ, -ηέκαη, -άκαη, -ούκαη) 

B1 B2 Archaic conjugation 

αγαπώ-αγαπηέκαη – αγαπ- θοηκάκαη –  κοιμ- δηεγούκαη –  διεγ- 

 

2. Place the endings 

  -ιόμοσν, -ιόζοσν, -ιόηαν, -ιόμαζηε, -ιόζαζηε, -ιόνηαν (-ούνηαν) 

 after the stem of the B1 verbs, 

 the endings 

-όμοσν, -όζοσν, -όηαν, -όμαζηε, -όζαζηε, -όνηαν (-ούνηαν) 

after the stem of the B2 verbs 

or the endings  

-ούμοσν, -ούζοσν, -ούνηαν, -ούμαζηε, -ούζαζηε, -ούνηαν 

after the stem of the archaic conjugation 

B1 B2 Archaic conjugation 

αγαπ-ιόμοσν 

αγαπ-ιόζοσν  

αγαπ-ιόηαν 

 

αγαπ-ιόμαζηε 

αγαπ-ιόζαζηε 

αγαπ-ιόνηαν (-ιούνηαν) 

κοιμ-όμοσν 

κοιμ-όζοσν 

κοιμ-όηαν 

 

κοιμ-όμαζηε 

κοιμ-όζαζηε 

κοιμ-όνηαν (-ούνηαν) 

διεγ-ούμοσν 

διεγ-ούζοσν 

διεγ-ούνηαν 

 

διεγ-ούμαζηε 

διγε-ούζαζηε 

διεγ-ούνηαν 

 

The verbs used above are conjugated in the table below: 

B1 B2 Archaic conjugation 

αγαπιόμοσν I was being loved 

αγαπιόζοσν you ... 

αγαπιόηαν 

 

αγαπιόμαζηε 

αγαπιόζαζηε 

αγαπιόνηαν (-ιούνηαν) 

κοιμόμοσν I was sleeping 

κοιμόζοσν you … 

κοιμόηαν 

 

κοιμόμαζηε 

κοιμόζαζηε 

κοιμόνηαν (-ούνηαν) 

διεγούμοσν I was narrating 

διεγούζοσν you … 

διεγούνηαν 

 

διεγούμαζηε 

διγεούζαζηε 

διεγούνηαν 

 


