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7. Nouns / OverwoeTikG

Nouns in Greek are declinable words and may be classified as masculine, feminine or neuter.
Although the determination of the grammatical gender of the Greek words is often arbitrary, the
following rules may be applied with the necessary caution: Names of male persons and male animals
are masculine. Names of female persons and female animals are feminine. Names of objects are
usually neuter. However, notice that in some cases names of persons and animals may be neuter as
well and that names of visible and not-visible objects may also be either masculine or feminine. Nouns
usually belong to one gender but in some cases to two, masculine and feminine, when for example
they refer to professions: o diknydpog, n ditknyopog (the lawyer).

Gender may be determined by the article preceeding the nouns or by the ending of the nouns in the
nominative singular. For example all masculine nouns end in -¢ (however notice that nouns ending in
-g are not per definition masculine, for example: n 036 (the street) is feminine, to kpdtog (the state) is
neuter), most feminine nouns end in -a, -n, Most neuter nouns in -, -o.

Declension

Nouns in principle decline in all four cases in the singular and plural number as well. They usually
retain the same number of syllables in the plural as in the singular number. However, there are nouns
whose plural is formed with an additional syllable. These nouns are called imparisyllables
“avicocvAlafa”. The stress mark usually remains in the same position as in the nominative singular.

Greek nouns of each gender can be divided into groups according to their endings. Nouns of a certain
group with the same ending decline the same way.

The following tables exemplify the groups of the three genders. One noun of every group is being
representatively declined and as said above other nouns belonging to the same group decline the same
way. Any details and exceptions with the stress mark and the endings will be given under the tables.

7.1 Masculine nouns

-G, -£G o aymvog (the contest, game)

Case Singular Plural

nom 0 0YOVAG Ol 0y(VEG
gen TOV AYDOVO, TOV 0yOVOV
acc TOV 0y®VOL TOVG OY(OVEG
VOC - ayovo, - OY(VEC

1. Two-syllable nouns ending in -ag and those ending in -iag and -iotag bear the stress mark on
the last syllable in the genitive plural, for example: o avipag — tov avipov (the man), o
gmyepnuatiog — tov enyyeipnuatiov (the businessman), o tovpioctag — Twv tovplotdv (the

tourist)

2. Nouns ending in -ag, which are stressed on the third-to-last (third from the end) syllable in the
nominative singular, bear the stress mark on the second-to-last (second from the end) syllable
in the genitive plural, for example: o yeitovag — twv yertovov (the neighbor)

1S -€S o pabntig (the pupil)

Case Singular Plural

nom 0 polnTg o1 poonTtég
gen TOL podn TV padntov
acc 10 panT TOVG pLodnTég
VOC - ponm - nobntég

Nouns ending in -ng, which are stressed on the second-to-last syllable in the nominative singular, bear
the stress mark on the last syllable in the genitive plural, for example: o vadtng — T@v vavtadv (the

sailor)

All rights reserved. No part of this work may be reproduced in digital form or any other form, by print, photoprint,
microfilm or any other means without written permission from the author Konstantinos Athanasiou.




Modern Greek Grammar
Konstantinos Athanasiou

-0¢, -0l 0 dpopog (the street, the way)

Case Singular Plural

nom 0 OpOUOC o1 dpopuot
gen TOV OpPOLLOL TV dpOuOV
acc T0 SpOLO TOVG OPOLOVG
VOC - 0poLe - opdpot

1. Proper names, which are stressed on the second-to-last syllable in the nominative singular as
AXékog, Tdpyog, étpog, EZmvpog etc, form the vocative with -o, for example: A\éxo,
Twpyo, [éTpo, Zmvpo etc. Notice that proper name ITavlog can either have -g or -o: ITavio,

TTowAe.

2. Three-syllable nouns ending in -og, which are stressed on the third-to-last syllable in the
nominative singular, usually bear the stress mark on the second-to-last syllable in the genitive
singular and the genitive and accusative plural, for example: o GvBpwmog — Tov avBpdTOV, TOV
avOponwv, toug avOpdrovc. However, this rule does not apply to nouns with more than three
syllables, for example: o pwvokepog — Tov pvoOKEPOL, TOV PVOKEPMV, TOVG PVOKEPOUG.

-ag, -Gd¢&g (impar.) o mandg (the priest)

Case Singular Plural

nom 0 TTATdG 01 TOTAOES
gen TOL TOTTdL TOV TATAO WOV
acc TOV TOTAL TOVG TOMAOES
VOC - TTOdL - TOAOEG

The nouns of this group bear the stress mark on the second-to-last syllable in all cases plurale.

Attention: aépac - aépndeg

-15, -No&s (impar.) o pavafng (de greengrocer)

Case Singular Plural

nom 0 povapng o1 pavapndeg
gen TOV HOVAPn TV Hovapndov
acc TO povafpn TOVG Lovapndeg
VOC - pavépn - navapndeg

The nouns of this group bear the stress mark on the third-to-last syllable in all cases plural.

-£G, -£0gG / -00G, -00OEG o kaég (the coffie)

(impar.) o mazmovg (the grandfather)

Case Singular Plural

nom 0 KOPEG TOTTOVG 01 KAPEDES TOTTOVOEG
gen TOV KOPE OOV TOV KOQPEOWV  TOTTOVO®mV
acc TOV KOQE OOV TOVG KAPEDEG  TONTOVOES
VOC - KOpé OOV - KOPEDEG TOTTOVOES

The nouns of this group bear the stress mark on the second-to-last syllable in all cases plural.

7.1.1. Masculine nouns with an exceptional declension

-0, -£1G o0 yovéag (the parent)

Case Singular Plural

nom 0 yovéag ot yoveig
gen TOV YOVEQ TV YOVEDV
acc TO YovEQ TOVG YOVELg
VOC - yovéa, - yoveig

There are some more masculine nouns with an exceptional declension as: o dwackwv (the teacher)
(618a0K-0vtog, -ovta [ -ovteg, oviwv), o pog (the muscle) (uv-og, po / po-gc, -ov, pug), o 1yBHg (the

fish) (y®-vog, -0 / -veg, -dwv, -0g).
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-a, -£G n Odhocoa (the see)

Case Singular Plural

nom n Bdracca ot Bdhacoeg
gen ™G Bdhaccag TV BoAUcohV
acc ™ Odlacco TI¢ 0aAaooEg
VOC - OdAacca - 0Aacoeg

The nouns of this group bear the stress mark on the last syllable in the genitive plural, for example: n
Odlaocoo — tmwv Badacodv (the see), n dpa — tov wpdv (the time), n kapdid — tov kapdidv (the hart).

-1, -&G n yuyA (the soul)

Case Singular Plural
nom n woxn oL YUYEG
gen ™G Wuyng TOV Yuydv
acc ™mv yoyn TIG YUYEC
voc - yoxn - yuxés

The nouns of this group bear the stress mark on the last syllable in the genitive plural, for example: n
vikn — tov vikev (the victory). However, a large number of nouns ending in -n, which are stressed on
the second-to-last syllable in the nominative singular, do not form the genitive plural. All nouns
ending in -n, which are stressed on the third-to-last syllable in the nominative singular, do not form the

genitive plural, for example: n {ayapn — no genitive plural

-1, -&1¢ archaic declension
(wél, d6vapn, -on, -En, -yn)

n Béon (the position)

Case Singular Plural

nom 1 Béom ot Bécelg
gen ™G Béomnc, Bécewg tov Bécemv
acc ™ 0éon T1G Oéoelg
voC - 0o - Béoerc

Archaic nouns ending in -n, which are stressed on the third-to-last syllable in the nominative singular,
bear the stress mark on the second-to-last syllable in all cases plural but the genitive case. The genitive
plural bears the stress mark on the third-to-last syllable, for example: n dbvaun — ot dvvauel, tov
duvapemv, TG duvapelg, - duvdpeg (the power)

-o¢, -ot archaic declension

1 080¢ (the street)

Case Singular Plural

nom n 060g ot odoi

gen g 0500 TV 000V

acc v 006 TIG 0000¢

vVoC - 066 (seldom) - 0doi (seldom)

Archaic nouns ending in -og, which are stressed on the third-to-last syllable in the nominative singular,
bear the stress mark on the second-to-last syllable in the genitive singular and the genitive and
accusative plural, for example: n dduetpog — g dapétpov, TV dapétpov, Tig dwapétpovg ( the

diameter).

-a, -66gg (impar.) N Yy (the grandmother)

Case Singular Plural

nom M Yy O1 Y10Y100€G
gen ™G Yoy1dg TOV Y1oy100mv
acc ™ Yoyl TIG Y10YLO0EG
VOC - Yyl - Y1oy100€g

The nouns of this group bear the stress mark on the second-to-last syllable in all cases plural.
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-0V, -0vo&g (impar.)

n alemov (the fox)

Case Singular Plural

nom 1 GAETOV 01 OAETOVOES
gen NG AAETOVG TOV 0AETOVO®V
acc TNV OAETOV T1G AAETOVIEG
voC - QAETOV - QAETOVOES

The nouns of this group bear the stress mark on the second-to-last syl

lable in all cases plural.

-0 n ®poécw (proper name)

Case Singular Plural

nom n OpoéG® -

gen ™mg Ppdcmg -

acc ™ Ppdow -

VOC - Opoécm -

7.3 Neuter nouns

-0, -0, 70 B1pAio (the book)

Case Singular Plural

nom t0 B1Aio ta. BiMa
gen Tov PiAiov TV Piiiov
acc 7o B1PAio Ta. BipAiio
voC - BipAio - BipAia

-1, -0, to moudi (the child)

Case Singular Plural

nom TO TOLO1 T0 TodLd
gen TOV OO0V TOV TOOUDV
acc TO TOUdL TOL TOO8L
voC - mondi - OO

The most neuter nouns ending in the vocal sound i are written with -1. However, some nouns are
written with -v: Bpéadv, daxpv, diyTv, d0pv, 0&V en otayv. Attention: Bpadv is written nevertheless
with -uin the genitive singular and in all cases plural: Bpadiov, padia enz.

-0¢, -1 10 kpdrog (the state)

Case Singular Plural

nom TO KPATOG T KpATn
gen TOV KPATOLG TOV KPOTOV
acc 10 KpATog T KP&Tn
VOC - Kp&Tog - Kpdn

The nouns of this group bear the stress mark on the last syllable in the genitive plural.

-na, -poto, (impar.)

T0 ypaupa (the letter)

Case Singular Plural

nom TO YpbpLoL T0 YPAULLOTO
gen TOV YPAULOTOG TOV YpoupdTov
acc TO YphpLoL TO YPALLOTO
VOC - YPOULLOL - YPOULLOTOL

The nouns of this group take an

genitive plural bears the stress mark on the second-to-last syllable.

extra syllable in the genitive singular and in all cases plural. The
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-owo (-Eipo, -yipo) -cipota | To Payipo (the painting)

(impar.)

Case Singular Plural

nom 10 Bayio to Bayipota
gen ToV Ponyiportog TV Bayipudtov
acc T0 Béyipo Ta foyipoto
VOC - Béyipo - Bayipata

The nouns of this group take an extra syllable in the genitive singular and in all cases plural. The
genitive plural bears the stress mark on the second-to-last syllable.

-0c, -0t kpéag (the meat), tépag (the monster)

-0, -0t0. yeyovog (the fact)

-G, -ATO, kabeotmg (the regime), pwg (the light)

(impar.)

Case Singular Plural

nom TO KPEUG yeyovog (0] T KPETOL yeyovota QOTo
gen TOV KPEATOG  YEYOVOTOG OMTOG TOV KPEATMOV  YEYOVOTMV POTOV
acc 10 Kpéog YEYOVOG (0] T, KPEOLTOL yeyovota OOTO
VOC - Kpéag yeyovog (0] - Kpéata yeyovota QOTo

These nouns take an extra syllable in the genitive singular and in all cases plural.

7.3.1 Neuter nouns with an exceptional declension

-0V, -0VTo. kabnkov (the duty)

-av, -avTad obumov (the space)

-gV, -EVTA ewvnev (the vowel)

(impar.)

Case Singular Plural

nom 70 KoOKov Ta. kadnKovTo
gen TOV KafKOVTOg TOV KOONKOVTIOV
acc 10 KaBKov T kafnKovta
VOC - KoOnKov - KoOnKovto

These nouns take an extra syllable in the genitive singular and in all cases plural. The genitive plural
bears the stress mark on the second-to-last syllable.

70 050, To d6pv | 0 0&Y (the acid), To d6pv (the spear)

(impar.)

Case Singular Plural

nom 10 0&D d0pL T 0E€n dopata
gen ToV 0&EMG d6patog TV 0EEQV dopdtmv
acc 70 0&V d56pv T, 0&éal dopata
vOC - 060 d0pL - 0&€a dopata

These nouns take an extra syllable in the genitive singular and in all cases plural. The genitive plural
bears the stress mark on the second-to-last syllable.

All rights reserved. No part of this work may be reproduced in digital form or any other form, by print, photoprint,

microfilm or any other means without written permission from the author Konstantinos Athanasiou.




