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7. Nouns / Οςζιαζηικά 

Nouns in Greek are declinable words and may be classified as masculine, feminine or neuter. 

Although the determination of the grammatical gender of the Greek words is often arbitrary, the 

following rules may be applied with the necessary caution: Names of male persons and male animals 

are masculine. Names of female persons and female animals are feminine. Names of objects are 

usually neuter. However, notice that in some cases names of persons and animals may be neuter as 

well and that names of visible and not-visible objects may also be either masculine or feminine. Nouns 

usually belong to one gender but in some cases to two, masculine and feminine, when for example 

they refer to professions: ν δηθεγόξνο, ε δηθεγόξνο (the lawyer).  

 

Gender may be determined by the article preceeding the nouns or by the ending of the nouns in the 

nominative singular. For example all masculine nouns end in -ο (however notice that nouns ending in  

-ο are not per definition masculine, for example: ε νδόο (the street) is feminine, ην θξάηνο (the state) is 

neuter), most feminine nouns end in -α, -ε, most neuter nouns in -η, -ν. 

 

Declension 

Nouns in principle decline in all four cases in the singular and plural number as well. They usually 

retain the same number of syllables in the plural as in the singular number. However, there are nouns 

whose plural is formed with an additional syllable. These nouns are called imparisyllables 

“αληζνζύιιαβα”. The stress mark usually remains in the same position as in the nominative singular.  

 

Greek nouns of each gender can be divided into groups according to their endings. Nouns of a certain 

group with the same ending decline the same way.  

 

The following tables exemplify the groups of the three genders. One noun of every group is being 

representatively declined and as said above other nouns belonging to the same group decline the same 

way. Any details and exceptions with the stress mark and the endings will be given under the tables. 

 

7.1 Masculine nouns 

-αρ, -ερ  ν αγώλαο (the contest, game)  

Case Singular Plural 

nom ν αγώλαο νη αγώλεο 

gen ηνπ αγώλα ησλ αγώλσλ 

acc ηνλ αγώλα ηνπο αγώλεο 

voc - αγώλα - αγώλεο 

1. Two-syllable nouns ending in -αο and those ending in -ίαο and -ίζηαο bear the stress mark on 

the last syllable in the genitive plural, for example: ν άληξαο – ησλ αληξώλ (the man), ν 

επηρεηξεκαηίαο – ησλ επηρεηξεκαηηώλ (the businessman), ν ηνπξίζηαο – ησλ ηνπξηζηώλ (the 

tourist) 

2. Nouns ending in -αο, which are stressed on the third-to-last (third from the end) syllable in the 

nominative singular, bear the stress mark on the second-to-last (second from the end) syllable 

in the genitive plural, for example: ν γείηνλαο – ησλ γεηηόλσλ (the neighbor) 

 

-ηρ, -ερ  ν καζεηήο (the pupil)  

Case Singular Plural 

nom ν καζεηήο νη καζεηέο 

gen ηνπ καζεηή ησλ καζεηώλ 

acc ην καζεηή ηνπο καζεηέο 

voc - καζεηή - καζεηέο 

Nouns ending in -εο, which are stressed on the second-to-last syllable in the nominative singular, bear 

the stress mark on the last syllable in the genitive plural, for example: ν λαύηεο – ησλ λαπηώλ (the 

sailor) 
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-ορ, -οι  ν δξόκνο (the street, the way)  

Case Singular Plural 

nom ν δξόκνο νη δξόκνη 

gen ηνπ δξόκνπ ησλ δξόκσλ 

acc ην δξόκν ηνπο δξόκνπο 

voc - δξόκε - δξόκνη 

1. Proper names, which are stressed on the second-to-last syllable in the nominative singular as 

Αιέθνο, Γηώξγνο, Πέηξνο, Σπύξνο etc, form the vocative with -ν, for example: Αιέθν, 

Γηώξγν, Πέηξν, Σπύξν etc. Notice that proper name Παύινο can either have  -ε or  -ν: Παύιν, 

Παύιε. 

2. Three-syllable nouns ending in -νο, which are stressed on the third-to-last syllable in the 

nominative singular, usually bear the stress mark on the second-to-last syllable in the genitive 

singular and the genitive and accusative plural, for example: ν άλζξσπνο – ηνπ αλζξώπνπ, ησλ 

αλζξώπσλ, ηνπο αλζξώπνπο. However, this rule does not apply to nouns with more than three 

syllables, for example: ν ξηλόθεξνο – ηνπ ξηλόθεξνπ, ησλ ξηλόθεξσλ, ηνπο ξηλόθεξνπο. 

 

-αρ, -άδερ (impar.) ν παπάο (the priest)  

Case Singular Plural 

nom ν παπάο νη παπάδεο 

gen ηνπ παπά ησλ παπάδσλ 

acc ηνλ παπά ηνπο παπάδεο 

voc - παπά - παπάδεο 

The nouns of this group bear the stress mark on the second-to-last syllable in all cases plurale. 

Attention: αέπαρ - αέπηδερ 

 

-ηρ, -ηδερ (impar.) ν καλάβεο (de greengrocer)  

Case Singular Plural 

nom ν καλάβεο νη καλάβεδεο 

gen ηνπ καλάβε ησλ καλάβεδσλ 

acc ην καλάβε ηνπο καλάβεδεο 

voc - καλάβε - καλάβεδεο 

The nouns of this group bear the stress mark on the third-to-last syllable in all cases plural. 

 

-ερ, -έδερ / -ούρ, -ούδερ  

(impar.) 

ν θαθέο (the coffie)  

ν παππνύο (the grandfather) 
 

Case Singular Plural 

nom ν θαθέο  παππνύο νη θαθέδεο παππνύδεο 

gen ηνπ θαθέ παππνύ ησλ θαθέδσλ παππνύδσλ 

acc ηνλ θαθέ παππνύ ηνπο θαθέδεο παππνύδεο 

voc - θαθέ  παππνύ - θαθέδεο παππνύδεο 

The nouns of this group bear the stress mark on the second-to-last syllable in all cases plural. 

 

7.1.1. Masculine nouns with an exceptional declension 

-έαρ, -ειρ  ν γνλέαο (the parent)  

Case Singular Plural 

nom ν γνλέαο νη γνλείο 

gen ηνπ γνλέα ησλ γνλέσλ 

acc ην γνλέα ηνπο γνλείο 

voc - γνλέα - γνλείο 

There are some more masculine nouns with an exceptional declension as: ν δηδάζθσλ (the teacher) 

(δηδάζθ-νληνο, -νληα / -νληεο, όλησλ), ν κπο (the muscle) (κπ-όο, κπ / κύ-εο, -ώλ, κπο), ν ηρζύο (the 

fish) (ηρζ-ύνο, -ύ / -ύεο, -ύσλ, -ύο). 
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7.2 Feminine nouns 

-α, -ερ  ε ζάιαζζα (the see)  

Case Singular Plural 

nom ε ζάιαζζα νη ζάιαζζεο 

gen ηεο ζάιαζζαο ησλ ζαιαζζώλ 

acc ηε ζάιαζζα ηηο ζάιαζζεο 

voc - ζάιαζζα - ζάιαζζεο 

The nouns of this group bear the stress mark on the last syllable in the genitive plural, for example: ε 

ζάιαζζα – ησλ ζαιαζζώλ (the see), ε ώξα – ησλ σξώλ (the time), ε θαξδηά – ησλ θαξδηώλ (the hart). 

 

-η, -ερ  ε ςπρή (the soul)  

Case Singular Plural 

nom ε ςπρή νη ςπρέο 

gen ηεο ςπρήο ησλ ςπρώλ 

acc ηελ ςπρή ηηο ςπρέο 

voc - ςπρή - ςπρέο 

The nouns of this group bear the stress mark on the last syllable in the genitive plural, for example: ε 

λίθε – ησλ ληθώλ (the victory). However, a large number of nouns ending in -ε, which are stressed on 

the second-to-last syllable in the nominative singular, do not form the genitive plural. All nouns 

ending in -ε, which are stressed on the third-to-last syllable in the nominative singular, do not form the 

genitive plural, for example: ε δάραξε – no genitive plural 

 

-η, -ειρ archaic declension 

(πόλη, δύναμη, -ζη, -ξη, -τη) 

ε ζέζε (the position)  

Case Singular Plural 

nom ε ζέζε νη ζέζεηο 

gen ηεο ζέζεο, ζέζεσο ησλ ζέζεσλ 

acc ηε ζέζε ηηο ζέζεηο 

voc - ζέζε - ζέζεηο 

Archaic nouns ending in -ε, which are stressed on the third-to-last syllable in the nominative singular, 

bear the stress mark on the second-to-last syllable in all cases plural but the genitive case. The genitive 

plural bears the stress mark on the third-to-last syllable, for example: ε δύλακε – νη δπλάκεηο, ησλ 

δπλάμευν, ηηο δπλάκεηο, - δπλάκεηο (the power) 

 

-ορ, -οι archaic declension ε νδόο (the street)  

Case Singular Plural 

nom ε νδόο νη νδνί 

gen ηεο νδνύ ησλ νδώλ 

acc ηελ νδό ηηο νδνύο 

voc - νδό (seldom) - νδνί (seldom) 

Archaic nouns ending in -νο, which are stressed on the third-to-last syllable in the nominative singular, 

bear the stress mark on the second-to-last syllable in the genitive singular and the genitive and 

accusative plural, for example: ε δηάκεηξνο – ηεο δηακέηξνπ, ησλ δηακέηξσλ, ηηο δηακέηξνπο ( the 

diameter).  

 

-α, -άδερ (impar.) ε γηαγηά (the grandmother)  

Case Singular Plural 

nom ε γηαγηά νη γηαγηάδεο 

gen ηεο γηαγηάο ησλ γηαγηάδσλ 

acc ηε γηαγηά ηηο γηαγηάδεο 

voc - γηαγηά - γηαγηάδεο 

The nouns of this group bear the stress mark on the second-to-last syllable in all cases plural. 
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-ού, -ούδερ (impar.) ε αιεπνύ (the fox)  

Case Singular Plural 

nom ε αιεπνύ νη αιεπνύδεο 

gen ηεο αιεπνύο ησλ αιεπνύδσλ 

acc ηελ αιεπνύ ηηο αιεπνύδεο 

voc - αιεπνύ - αιεπνύδεο 

The nouns of this group bear the stress mark on the second-to-last syllable in all cases plural. 

 

-υ  ε Φξόζσ (proper name)  

Case Singular Plural 

nom ε Φξόζσ - 

gen ηεο Φξόζσο - 

acc ηε Φξόζσ - 

voc - Φξόζσ - 

 

7.3 Neuter nouns 

-ο, -α  ην βηβιίν (the book)  

Case Singular Plural 

nom ην βηβιίν ηα βηβιία 

gen ηνπ βηβιίνπ ησλ βηβιίσλ 

acc ην βηβιίν ηα βηβιία 

voc - βηβιίν - βηβιία 

 

-ι, -ια  ην παηδί (the child)  

Case Singular Plural 

nom ην παηδί ηα παηδηά 

gen ηνπ παηδηνύ ησλ παηδηώλ 

acc ην παηδί ηα παηδηά 

voc - παηδί - παηδηά 

The most neuter nouns ending in the vocal sound i are written with -η. However, some nouns are 

written with -ς: βπάδς, δάκπς, δίσης, δόπς, οξύ en ζηάσς. Attention: βξάδπ is written  nevertheless 

with -η in the genitive singular and in all cases plural: βξαδηνύ, βξάδηα enz. 

 

-ορ, -η  ην θξάηνο (the state)  

Case Singular Plural 

nom ην θξάηνο ηα θξάηε 

gen ηνπ θξάηνπο ησλ θξαηώλ 

acc ην θξάηνο ηα θξάηε 

voc - θξάηνο - θξάηε 

The nouns of this group bear the stress mark on the last syllable in the genitive plural. 

 

-μα, -μαηα (impar.) ην γξάκκα (the letter)  

Case Singular Plural 

nom ην γξάκκα ηα γξάκκαηα 

gen ηνπ γξάκκαηνο ησλ γξακκάησλ 

acc ην γξάκκα ηα γξάκκαηα 

voc - γξάκκα - γξάκκαηα 

The nouns of this group take an extra syllable in the genitive singular and in all cases plural. The 

genitive plural bears the stress mark on the second-to-last syllable. 
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-ζιμο (-ξίμο, -τίμο) -ζίμαηα 

(impar.) 

ην βάςηκν (the painting)  

Case Singular Plural 

nom ην βάςηκν ηα βαςίκαηα 

gen ηνπ βαςίκαηνο ησλ βαςηκάησλ 

acc ην βάςηκν ηα βαςίκαηα 

voc - βάςηκν - βαςίκαηα 

The nouns of this group take an extra syllable in the genitive singular and in all cases plural. The 

genitive plural bears the stress mark on the second-to-last syllable. 

 

-αρ, -αηα 

-ορ, -όηα 

-υρ, -ώηα  

(impar.) 

θξέαο (the meat), ηέξαο (the monster) 

γεγνλόο (the fact) 

θαζεζηώο (the regime), θσο (the light) 

 

Case Singular Plural 

nom ην θξέαο γεγνλόο  θσο ηα θξέαηα γεγνλόηα θώηα 

gen ηνπ θξέαηνο γεγνλόηνο θσηόο ησλ θξεάησλ γεγνλόησλ θώησλ 

acc ην θξέαο γεγνλόο  θσο ηα θξέαηα γεγνλόηα θώηα 

voc - θξέαο  γεγνλόο  θσο - θξέαηα γεγνλόηα θώηα 

These nouns take an extra syllable in the genitive singular and in all cases plural. 

 

7.3.1 Neuter nouns with an exceptional declension 

-ον, -ονηα 

-αν, -ανηα 

-εν, -ενηα 

(impar.) 

θαζήθνλ (the duty) 

ζύκπαλ (the space) 

θσλήελ (the vowel) 

 

Case Singular Plural 

nom ην θαζήθνλ ηα θαζήθνληα 

gen ηνπ θαζήθνληνο ησλ θαζεθόλησλ 

acc ην θαζήθνλ ηα θαζήθνληα 

voc - θαζήθνλ - θαζήθνληα 

These nouns take an extra syllable in the genitive singular and in all cases plural. The genitive plural 

bears the stress mark on the second-to-last syllable. 

 

ηο οξύ, ηο δόπς 

(impar.) 

ην νμύ (the acid), ην δόξπ (the spear)  

Case Singular Plural 

nom ην νμύ  δόξπ ηα νμέα  δόξαηα 

gen ηνπ νμέσο δόξαηνο ησλ νμέσλ δνξάησλ 

acc ην νμύ  δόξπ ηα νμέα  δόξαηα 

voc - νμύ  δόξπ - νμέα  δόξαηα 

These nouns take an extra syllable in the genitive singular and in all cases plural. The genitive plural 

bears the stress mark on the second-to-last syllable. 


