Modern Greek Grammar
Konstantinos Athanasiou

12.3.7 The past perfect / Yagpovvtéikog

The past perfect is used to describe an action or event that occurred in the past. The past perfect shows
that the action described by the verb was completed before another past action or a certain point of
time.

The past perfect is formed by using the past tense of the auxiliary verb éyw (have) (gixo, siyec, iy,
elyoue, eiyate, eiyav) and the infinitive of the past tense of the verb ending in -et.

Eiyo ¢ag tpwv oo £Ew. I had eaten before | went out.

H Mopia giye poyepéyer mpiv i €EL. Maria had cooked before six o’clock.

12.3.7.1 Formation of the past perfect of the active voice

Verbs of the 1% and the 2™ conjugation

Characteristics

The past perfect is formed by using the past tense of the auxiliary verb éyw (have) (gixo, giyec, iy,
eiyape, eiyate, giyav) and the infinitive of the past tense of the active voice of the verb (in principle
with the endings: -oet, -&gt, -ye).

Formation steps
The verbs dwapdalw, ypaoo, ayornd and thnAepovo are used as examples:
1. Find the past stem of the active voice of the verb.

Group A, 1% conjugation Group B, 2" conjugation, B1, B2
dwpalw - owpal- - owpao- ayom®d - oyom- - OYyomno-
YPOQ® - YPOQ- - YPO- TNAEQOVD - TNAEQPOV- - TNAEQOVNG-
2. Place after the past stem the ending -e1 and put the stress mark on the second-to-last syllable.
Group A, 1% conjugation Group B, 2™ conjugation, B1, B2
dwpdoc-€t OYOTTG-€L
YPOW-£1 TNAEQWVIG-EL
3. Use the simple past of the auxiliary verb “éyw” (giya, €ixec, €ixe, eiyape, iyate, eiyov) before
the verb.
Group A, 1% conjugation Group B, 2" conjugation, B1, B2
glya dwPacet, giyeg dapdoet, ... elya ayamnoel, eiyeg ayonnosl, ...
glya ypayel, elyeg yplwet, ... elya TMAe@®VNGOEL, giyeg TNAEPWVNOEL, ...
In the table below one verb of each group is conjugated:
Group A, 1% conjugation Group B, 2" conjugation, B1, B2
giyo | had written giyo I had loved
giyeg eiyec
giye giye
Yphyer aYOTGEL
giyape giyope
giyate giyate
giyav giyav
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12.3.7.2 Formation of the past perfect of the medio-passive voice

Verbs of the 1% and 2™ conjugation
Charachteristics

The past perfect is formed by using the past tense of the auxiliary verb éyw (have) (eiya, gixes, ixe,
elyoue, siyate, eiyav) and the infinitive of the past tense of the medio-passive voice of the verb (in
principle with the endings -0, -oteu or (-@tet, -ytet, -@0gt, -vBet, -(av)tet, -(ev)ter)).

Formation steps

The verbs TAnpovopat, ayopdlopat, ayomiépat, koypuduot and dmyovpat are used as examples:

1. Find the past stem of the medio-passive voice of the verb.

Group A, 1% conjugation

Group B, 2" conjugation,
B1, B2, archaic conjugation

AN POVOUOL-TTAT POV-TTAN P O-
ayopalopat-ayopol-ayopacTt-

Oy OTLELOL-OY OLTT- 0y OLTTY) 0 -
KOG LLO-KOLL-KOLun 0-
duyovpot-oumy-oumyno-

2. Place after the past stem the ending -g1 and put the stress mark on the last syllable.

Group A, 1% conjugation

Group B, 2™ conjugation,
B1, B2, archaic conjugation

TANpwO-¢i ayamn0-gl
oyopo.oT-€l Kowun0-gi
omyno-ei

3. Use the simple past of the auxiliary verb “éyw” (eiya, €iyec, €ixe, eiyape, siyate, eiyav) before

the verb.

Group A, 1% conjugation

Group B, 2™ conjugation,
B1, B2, archaic conjugation

glya TAnpwOei, eiyeg TAnpwost, ...
&xo ayopaotel, elyec ayopaotet, ...

elya ayamn0et, elyec ayamnei, ...
elya kowunOet, elyec kounOei, ...
elya duynOet, eixeg dmynOet, ...

In the table below one verb of each group is conjugated:

Group A, 1% conjugation

Group B, 2™ conjugation,
B1, B2, archaic conjugation

giyo I had been paid giyo I had been loved
giyeg giyeg
glye giye
ainpoodci ayann0si
giyape giyape
giyate giyate
giyav giyav
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