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12.3.2 The simple past / AéproTog

The simple past is used to describe an action, an event or condition that occurred in the past without
being interested in its duration. The action or the event described was completed at some point.
Duration or habit is expressed in Greek by the Imperfect tense.

X0eg Ty 610 TAPKO. | went to the park yesterday.
X0ec €ida tn Mopia. | saw Maria yesterday.

12.3.2.1 Formation of the simple past of the active voice

Characteristics of the past tense of the active voice

The personal endings of the “Adpiotoc” of the active voice are: -a, -&G, -€, -OUE, -ATE, -AV.

The letters o, & (k+o), y (n+o) before the endings are typical letters of the “Adpiotoc”’. However,
there are verbs that form the “Adpiotog” without these letters, as you will see below.

In the “Aodpiotog” the verbs are in principle stressed on the third-to-last syllable.

Group A, 1% conjugation

The augment (prefix) “ é-

Two-syllable verbs take in the “Ao6piotog” the augment “¢-” with the stress mark on it. By taking the
augment these verbs bear the stress mark on the third-to-last syllable. The augment dissapears if the
stress mark is not to be found on the “¢-” as in the first and second person plural. When two-syllable
verbs have a preposition as a prefix, the augment is placed after the preposition and before the verb. If
the preposition ends in a vowel, then this vowel disappears. Notice that the vowel in the preposition
“mepi” remains and that the preposition “ek” changes into “g&”, for example:

gwonpdrto (collect) - ewoénpa&a

£voidm (give way) - evédmoa

emrpéno (allow) - enétpeya

VOYPAe® (Sign) - vEypayo

rePypaeo (describe) - mepréypoya

ekppalm (express) — eEéppaca

Attention: There are verbs that do not take the augment “¢-” (see the list with the irregular verbs):
0l (want) —noeka (Imperfect tense)

Eépa (know) - Hi&epa

wivo (drink) — Ao

aipw (raise, revoke) -npa

Formation steps
The verbs dwpalm (read) and ypdoo (write) are used as examples:
1. Find the present stem of the verb (omit -®)

[ S10p6io — swpal- [ vpGo® — ypag- |

2. Change the last letter of the present stem into e, & of y by applying the following rules: If the
stem of the present tense ends in:
a vowel or v - G
K Vs %o XV - %
T, B, ¢, TT, OT, AV, EV — 7} (exception: Té@To-¢énEGQ)
7,0,0,0,C - oorg

Notice that certain verbs (often ancient Greek verbs), whose present stem ends in -, -v, -A, -p,
retain these letters in the “Adpiotoc”, sometimes with modifications in the stem, for example
uévo (stay) — éuewva, opdiiw (err, make a mistake) — éopaia (see the list with the irregular
verbs).

| SwBag — Sraac- | vpog — ypoy- |
This is the past stem of the verb.
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3. Place the personal endings of the “Adpiotoc” (-a, -£g, -€, -apeg, -ate, -av) after the past stem
and put the stress mark on the third-to-last syllable. If the verb has two syllables, place the

augment “é-” (before the past stem with the stress mark on it). Do not forget to omit the
augment in the first and second person plural.

owdpasc- a é-ypoy-o
owdpac-gg £-Ypoy-£G
oapac-¢ é-ypay-g
owpdo-ape YPoy-ape
owpdoc-ate YPOWy-aTE
oapac-av £-ypay-av

The verbs used above are conjugated in the following table:

owafaca | read (simple past) Eypayao | wrote
owdpaocsg you read &ypowyeg you wrote
owdpaoce .. éypoye

owpdaoape O LATLTES

owpdcarte Ypoyate

owdpacav Eypoyav

Group B, 2™ conjugation

Characteristics

Verbs of the 2™ conjugation take before the endings the letters “-n6-"" or sometimes -€o-, -06-, -0G-, -
a&-, -n&-, -ey-. These verbs in principle do not need the augment “é-”. Notice, however, that the verb
“Co” (live) takes the augment ({o - élnoa).

Formation steps
The verbs ayand (love), yehd (laugh) and miepwvd (telephone) are used as example:
1. Find the present stem of the verb (omit -®)

Bl B2

ayon® — ayT- YEAD — YEM- TNAEPOVD — TNAEQOV-

2. Place the letters “ -ne- ” (or sometimes -ac-, -€6-, -vo-, -a&-, -n&-, -ey-) after the stem. This is
the past stem of the verb.

Bl B2

ayomn-10- yeA-0.0- MAEQ®V-N6-

3. Place the personal endings of the “Aopiotog” (-a, -gg, -&, -opg, -ate, -av) in the end and put
the stress mark on the third-to-last syllable.

Bl B2

ayém-no-o véh-a0-0. TNAEQAOV-1G-0
ayam-no-£g YéA-0.0-£G TNAEQAV-NG-£G
ayamn-no-¢ véh-06-€ TNAEQOV-NG-E
ayasn- 16-0uE veh-Go-ape TNAEQOV-1]G-OpE
ayan-N6-0Te veh-Go-ate TNAEQOV-NG-UTE
ayém-no-av véA-0.0-av TNAEQAV-1G-0V
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The verbs used above are conjugated in the following table:

B1 B2

oyamnoo | loved véhaoa | laughed | Tniepdvnoa | telephoned
oyamnoeg you ... véLhooeg YOu ... TNAEPAOVNOEG you ...
ayamnoe véhooe ... TNAEQAOVIGE

ayoTCUNE vehdoape TNAEQOVIGOUE

aYOmGATE vehdoate TNAEQOVIGATE

aydrnoav véhaoav TNAEQAVI GOV

12.3.2.2 Formation of the past tense of the medio-passive voice

Characteristics

The endings of the “Adpiotog” of the medio-passive voice are the same as in the active voice:

-0, -€G, -&, ~OUE, -UTE, -AV.

The verbs in the “Ao6piotoc” of the medio-passive voice are also stressed on the third-to-last syllable.

Group A, 1% conjugation

Characteristics

The lettercombinations -nk- and -etnk- before the endings are typical of the “Adpiotoc” of the
medio-passive voice of the A verbs (the following lettercombinations as well but less often: -pk-, -
LTNK-, -0ONK-, -vONK-, -(av)K-, -(€0)TNK-).

Formation steps
The verbs mAnpaovouat (get paid) and ayopdalouar (be bought) are used as example:
1. Find the present stem of the verb (omit -®, -opot)
| Minpdve-minpdvopot - TANPOY- | ayopélm-ayopdlopar - ayopal- |

2. Change the last letter of the stem of the present tense into 0, of 67
(or sometimes into -¢t-, -xt-, -@6-, -v0-, -(av)1-, -(gv)t-), this is the past stem of the medio-
passive voice of the verb. The following rules may in principle be applied:
If the past tense of the active voice ends in:

-co- Oorot
Co-  yT
-ya - ot/00

| TANPOY - TANP®O- | ayopdg - ayopaoT- |

3. Place the lettercombination -nk- after the past tense stem of the medio-passive voice:
TN POO-NK- | 0yOpPOoT-NK- |

4. Place the personal endings of the “Adpiotoc” (-a, -€g, -€, -ape, -otg, -av) in the end and put
the stress mark on the third-to-last syllable.

TNPOO-NK-0
TANPOO-NK-£G

ayOpaoT-NK-0
oyopAoT-NK-€G

The verbs used above are conjugated in the table below:

aMmpodnko I was (or got) paid ayopaoTnKo. I was bought
AP OONKEG you were paid 0yOPOaOTNKES you were bought
TANPOONKE . 0yopaoTNKE

TANPOOKapE OYOPUGTIKANE

TANpOOKaTE 0YOPUGTIKATE

TANPOOINKaY 0yopPaGTNKAY
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Groep B, 2" conjugation and verbs with the archaik conjugation

Characteristics

The lettercombination -30nk- before the endings is typical of the “Aodpiotog” of the medio-passive
voice of the B verbs (the following lettercombinations as well but less often: -£€0nk-, -£é6Tnk-, -doTnk-

, ~GyTnK-, -fyTnK-).

Formation steps
The verbs ayamépon (be loved), Bapiépon (be bored), kowduon (sleep) en diyoduou (narrate) are used

as example:

1. Find the present stem of the verb (omit -®, -1épat, -Guat, -odpa)
Bl B2 Archaic conjugation
OYOTO-0YOMELAL — Oy OLTT- Koot (KOYovLot) — KO- dumyovpotl — owmy-
Bapiépon — Bap-

2. Place after the present stem the lettercombination -n0- (or one of the following
lettercombinations: -¢6-, -eot-, -aot-, -ot-, -NyT-), this is the past stem of the medio-passive
voice of the verb

Bl B2 Archaic conjugation
ayom-1n0- Bap-£0- Kou-1n0- omy-n0-

3. Place the letters -nk- after the past stem of the medio-passive voice
B1 B2 Archaic conjugation
ayoam-n0-nx-  Pap-£0-nk- Kow-n0-nk- omy-nd-nk

4. Place the personal endings of the “Adpiotoc” (-a, -gg, -€, -ape, -atg, -av) in the end and put
the stress mark on the third-to-last syllable

Bl B2 Archaic conjugation
ayan-10-nk-a Pop-£0-nk-a Kou-1N0-nk-a omy-n0-nk-a
ayan-10-nk-gg Pap-£0-nk-gg Kol-N0-nk-gg dmMy-10-nk-£¢

One verb of each group is conjugated in the table below:

B1 B2 Archaic conjugation
ayomnOnke | was loved koyunOnka | slept SmyMOnka I narrated
ayamiOnkeg you were loved | koyuiOnkeg  you slept dmyndnkeg  you narrated
ayamOnke .. Kol Onke .. omynonke

ayornOnkope Koy 0fqkope omynOkope
ayomOnkate Ko Onkate omynOnikate

ayomqOnkay Koy Onkayv omynOnkayv
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