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12.3.2 The simple past / Αόξηζηνο 

The simple past is used to describe an action, an event or condition that occurred in the past without 

being interested in its duration. The action or the event described was completed at some point. 

Duration or habit is expressed in Greek by the Imperfect tense.  

 

Χζεο πήγα ζην πάξθν.  I went to the park yesterday. 

Χζεο είδα ηε Μαξία.  I saw Maria yesterday. 

 

12.3.2.1 Formation of the simple past of the active voice 

Characteristics of the past tense of the active voice 

The personal endings of the “Αόξηζηνο” of the active voice are: -α, -εο, -ε, -ακε, -αηε, -αλ.  

The letters ζ,  μ (θ+ζ),  ς (π+ζ) before the endings are typical letters of the “Αόξηζηνο”. However, 

there are verbs that form the “Αόξηζηνο” without these letters, as you will see below.  

In the “Αόξηζηνο” the verbs are in principle stressed on the third-to-last syllable.  

 

Group A, 1
st
 conjugation 

The augment (prefix) “ έ- ” 

Two-syllable verbs take in the “Αόξηζηνο” the augment “έ-” with the stress mark on it. By taking the 

augment these verbs bear the stress mark on the third-to-last syllable. The augment dissapears if the 

stress mark is not to be found on the “έ-” as in the first and second person plural. When two-syllable 

verbs have a preposition as a prefix, the augment is placed after the preposition and before the verb. If 

the preposition ends in a vowel, then this vowel disappears. Notice that the vowel in the preposition 

“πεξί” remains and that the preposition “εθ” changes into “εμ”, for example:  

εηζπξάηησ (collect) - εηζέπξαμα 

ελδίδσ (give way) - ελέδσζα 

επηηξέπσ (allow) - επέηξεςα 

ππνγξάθσ (sign) - ππέγξαςα 

πεξηγξάθσ (describe) - πεξηέγξαςα  

εθθξάδσ (express) – εμέθξαζα 

 

Attention: There are verbs that do not take the augment “έ-” (see the list with the irregular verbs): 

ζέισ (want) – ήζεια (Imperfect tense) 

μέξσ (know) - ήμεξα 

πίλσ (drink) – ήπηα 

αίξσ (raise, revoke) -ήξα 

 

Formation steps 

The verbs δηαβάδσ (read) and γξάθσ (write) are used as examples: 

1. Find the present stem of the verb (omit -σ) 

δηαβάδσ – δηαβαδ- γξάθσ – γξαθ- 

 

2. Change the last letter of the present stem into ζ, μ of ς by applying the following rules: If the 

stem of the present tense ends in: 

a vowel or λ  – ζ 

θ, γ, ρ, ρλ   – μ 

π, β, θ, πη, θη, απ, επ – ς (exception: πέθησ-έπεζα) 

η, δ, ζ, ζ, δ  –  ζ or μ 

 

Notice that certain verbs (often ancient Greek verbs), whose present stem ends in -κ, -λ, -ι, -ξ, 

retain these letters in the “Αόξηζηνο”, sometimes with modifications in the stem, for example 

κέλσ (stay) – έκεηλα, ζθάιισ (err, make a mistake) – έζθαια (see the list with the irregular 

verbs).  

δηαβαδ – δηαβαζ- γξαθ – γξας- 

This is the past stem of the verb. 
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3. Place the personal endings of the “Αόξηζηνο” (-α, -εο, -ε, -ακε, -αηε, -αλ) after the past stem 

and put the stress mark on the third-to-last syllable. If the verb has two syllables, place the 

augment “έ-” (before the past stem with the stress mark on it). Do not forget to omit the 

augment in the first and second person plural. 

δηάβαζ- α   

δηάβαζ-εο   

δηάβαζ-ε 

   

δηαβάζ-ακε 

δηαβάζ-αηε 

δηάβαζ-αλ 

έ-γξας-α 

έ-γξας-εο 

έ-γξας-ε  

 

γξάς-ακε 

γξάς-αηε 

έ-γξας-αλ 

 

The verbs used above are conjugated in the following table: 

δηάβαζα I read (simple past) 

δηάβαζεο you read 

δηάβαζε … 

 

δηαβάζακε 

δηαβάζαηε 

δηάβαζαλ 

έγξαςα I wrote 

έγξαςεο you wrote 

έγξαςε  … 

 

γξάςακε 

γξάςαηε 

έγξαςαλ 

 

Group B, 2
nd

 conjugation 

Characteristics 

Verbs of the 2
nd

 conjugation take before the endings the letters “-εζ-” or sometimes -εζ-, -αζ-, -πζ-, -

αμ-, -εμ-, -ες-. These verbs in principle do not need the augment “έ-”. Notice, however, that the verb 

“δσ” (live) takes the augment (δσ - έδεζα). 

 

Formation steps 

The verbs αγαπώ (love), γειώ (laugh) and ηειεθσλώ (telephone) are used as example: 

1. Find the present stem of the verb (omit -σ) 

Β1 Β2 

αγαπώ – αγαπ-    γειώ –  γει- 

 

ηειεθσλώ –  ηειεθσλ-  

 

 

2. Place the letters “ -εζ- ” (or sometimes -αζ-, -εζ-, -πζ-, -αμ-, -εμ-, -ες-) after the stem. This is 

the past stem of the verb.  

Β1 Β2 

αγαπ-εζ-    γει-αζ- 

 

ηειεθσλ-εζ-  

 

 

3. Place the personal endings of the “Αόξηζηνο” (-α, -εο, -ε, -ακε, -αηε, -αλ) in the end and put 

the stress mark on the third-to-last syllable. 

Β1 Β2 

αγάπ-εζ-α  γέι-αζ-α 

αγάπ-εζ-εο  γέι-αζ-εο 

αγάπ-εζ-ε  γέι-αζ-ε 

 

αγαπ- ήζ-ακε  γει-άζ-ακε 

αγαπ-ήζ-αηε  γει-άζ-αηε 

αγάπ-εζ-αλ  γέι-αζ-αλ 

ηειεθώλ-εζ-α 

ηειεθώλ-εζ-εο 

ηειεθώλ-εζ-ε 

 

ηειεθσλ-ήζ-ακε 

ηειεθσλ-ήζ-αηε 

ηειεθώλ-εζ-αλ 
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The verbs used above are conjugated in the following table: 

B1 B2 

αγάπεζα I loved  γέιαζα I laughed 

αγάπεζεο you …  γέιαζεο you ... 

αγάπεζε …  γέιαζε … 

 

αγαπήζακε   γειάζακε 

αγαπήζαηε   γειάζαηε 

αγάπεζαλ   γέιαζαλ 

ηειεθώλεζα  I telephoned 

ηειεθώλεζεο  you … 

ηειεθώλεζε  … 

 

ηειεθσλήζακε 

ηειεθσλήζαηε 

ηειεθώλεζαλ 

 

12.3.2.2 Formation of the past tense of the medio-passive voice 

Characteristics 

The endings of the “Αόξηζηνο” of the medio-passive voice are the same as in the active voice: 

 -α, -εο, -ε, -ακε, -αηε, -αλ. 

The verbs in the “Αόξηζηνο” of the medio-passive voice are also stressed on the third-to-last syllable. 

 

Group A, 1
st
 conjugation 

Characteristics 
The lettercombinations -ζεθ-  and -ζηεθ- before the endings are typical of the “Αόξηζηνο” of the 

medio-passive voice of the A verbs (the following lettercombinations as well but less often: -θηεθ-, -

ρηεθ-, -θζεθ-, -λζεθ-, -(απ)ηεθ-, -(επ)ηεθ-).  

 

Formation steps 

The verbs πιεξώλνκαη (get paid) and αγνξάδνκαη (be bought) are used as example: 

1. Find the present stem of the verb (omit -σ, -νκαη) 

πιεξώλσ-πιεξώλνκαη -  πιεξσλ- αγνξάδσ-αγνξάδνκαη - αγνξαδ- 

   

2. Change the last letter of the stem of the present tense into ζ, of ζη 

(or sometimes into -θη-, -ρη-, -θζ-, -λζ-, -(απ)η-, -(επ)η-), this is the past stem of the medio-

passive voice of the verb. The following rules may in principle be applied:  

If the past tense of the active voice ends in: 

-ζα - ζ or ζη 

-μα - ρη 

-ςα - θη/θζ 

πιεξσλ - πιεξσζ- αγνξάδ - αγνξαζη- 

 

3. Place the lettercombination -εθ- after the past tense stem of the medio-passive voice:  

πιεξσζ-εθ- αγνξαζη-εθ- 

     

4. Place the personal endings of the “Αόξηζηνο” (-α, -εο, -ε, -ακε, -αηε, -αλ) in the end and put 

the stress mark on the third-to-last syllable.  

πιεξώζ-εθ-α 

πιεξώζ-εθ-εο 

… 

αγνξάζη-εθ-α 

αγνξάζη-εθ-εο 

… 

 

 

The verbs used above are conjugated in the table below: 

πιεξώζεθα  I was (or got) paid 

πιεξώζεθεο  you were paid 

πιεξώζεθε  … 

 

πιεξσζήθακε 

πιεξσζήθαηε 

πιεξώζεθαλ 

αγνξάζηεθα  I was bought 

αγνξάζηεθεο  you were bought 

αγνξάζηεθε  … 

  

αγνξαζηήθακε 

αγνξαζηήθαηε 

αγνξάζηεθαλ 
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Groep B, 2
nd

 conjugation and verbs with the archaik conjugation 

Characteristics 

The lettercombination -ήζεθ- before the endings is typical of the “Αόξηζηνο” of the medio-passive 

voice of the B verbs (the following lettercombinations as well but less often: -έζεθ-, -έζηεθ-, -άζηεθ-

, -άρηεθ-, -ήρηεθ-). 

 

Formation steps 

The verbs αγαπηέκαη (be loved), βαξηέκαη (be bored), θνηκάκαη (sleep) en δηεγνύκαη (narrate) are used 

as example: 

1. Find the present stem of the verb (omit -ώ, -ηέκαη, -άκαη, -νύκαη) 

B1 B2 Archaic conjugation 

αγαπώ-αγαπηέκαη –  αγαπ- 

βαξηέκαη – βαξ- 

θνηκάκαη (θνηκνύκαη) – θνηκ- δηεγνύκαη –  δηεγ- 

 

2. Place after the present stem the lettercombination -εζ- (or one of the following 

lettercombinations: -εζ-, -εζη-, -αζη-, -αρη-, -ερη-), this is the past stem of the medio-passive 

voice of the verb 

B1 B2 Archaic conjugation 

αγαπ-εζ- βαξ-εζ- θνηκ-εζ- δηεγ-εζ- 

 

3. Place the letters -εθ- after the past stem of the medio-passive voice  

B1 B2 Archaic conjugation 

αγαπ-εζ-εθ- βαξ-εζ-εθ- θνηκ-εζ-εθ- δηεγ-εζ-εθ 

 

4. Place the personal endings of the “Αόξηζηνο” (-α, -εο, -ε, -ακε, -αηε, -αλ) in the end and put 

the stress mark on the third-to-last syllable  

B1 B2 Archaic conjugation 

αγαπ-ήζ-εθ-α βαξ-έζ-εθ-α 

αγαπ-ήζ-εθ-εο βαξ-έζ-εθ-εο 

…  ... 

θνηκ-ήζ-εθ-α  

θνηκ-ήζ-εθ-εο 

… 

δηεγ-ήζ-εθ-α 

δηεγ-ήζ-εθ-εο 

... 

 

One verb of each group is conjugated in the table below: 

Β1 Β2 Archaic conjugation 

αγαπήζεθα I was loved 

αγαπήζεθεο you were loved 

αγαπήζεθε … 

 

αγαπεζήθακε 

αγαπεζήθαηε 

αγαπήζεθαλ 

θνηκήζεθα I slept 

θνηκήζεθεο you slept 

θνηκήζεθε … 

 

θνηκεζήθακε 

θνηκεζήθαηε 

θνηκήζεθαλ 

δηεγήζεθα I narrated 

δηεγήζεθεο you narrated 

δηεγήζεθε … 

 

δηεγεζήθακε 

δηεγεζήθαηε 

δηεγήζεθαλ 

 

 


