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12.3.1 The simple present / Evest®tog
The simple present generally describes an action, an event or condition that takes place in the present.

The simple present is used:

- to describe an action, an event or condition that is occurring at the moment of speaking
Topa dwpalo mv epnuepida. | am reading the newspaper now.

- to express general truths
H yn yvpiler yopo oo tov nho. The earth rotates around the sun.

- to show a habit, repetition or continuity

Inyaive oto oyokieio kabe pépa. | go to school every day.
Mévo otv EAAGSa. | live in Greece.
- to refer to an action or an event that will certainly occur in the near future
Avpilo vy yo v ItaAio. | am leaving for Italy tomorrow.
- to describe events taken place in the past in order to make them more vivid (historical present)
Kabbg prilovoaype, avoiyer n topta kot ... . While we were talking, the door opens and ... .

12.3.1.1 Formation of the simple present of the active voice

Group A, 1* conjugation
Characteristics

The personal endings of the simple present of the verbs belonging to group A are:

-, -€lG, -€l, -OVUE, -ETE, -0VV

Formation steps

The verbs ypaopw (write) en dapdalw (read) are used as examples:
1. Find the present stem of the verb (ommit -o).

[ ypiow — ypag-

| S1aPdlo — Sropal-

2. Place the endings

-, -€1G, -€l, -OLUE, -ETE, -0V
after the stem and put the stress mark on the second-to-last syllable.

YPAQ-© opal-o
YPhp-£1g Swpal-eig
YPhp-£1 SoPac-en
vYphp-ovpe dwopal-ovpe
yYpbhp-gTE Swpal-ete
Yphp-ovv Swpal-ovv

Notice that the the first and the second person plural bear the stress mark on the third-to-last syllable.

You can see the personal endings of the simple present of the active voice of the 1st conjugation and
the conjugation of the verbs used above in the table below:

0 YPAO® I write Swfalo | read

-81g YPApELS you write SwPalerg you read

-8l YPAQEL he/she/it writes SwPater he/she/it reads
-ovpue Ypagpovpe we write dwPaloope  we read

-£T€ YPApETE you write SwPalere you read

-ovv (g) ypaopovv (¢)  they write dwPfatovv (g) they read
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Group B, 2™ conjugation

Characteristics

The personal endings of the simple present of the verbs belonging to group B are:
B1. -0O(-0m), -ag, -a(-Gev), -dpe(-ovpe), -ate, -ave (-00V)

B2: -, -€lg, -&i, -opg, -gite, -0vV.

Formation steps
The verbs widd (speak) and propm (can) are used as examples:
1. Find the present stem of the verb (omit -o).

Bl B2

WAD — puA- UTOp® — Umop-

2. Place the endings
-0(-0w), -ag, -a(-aev), -ape(-ovpe), -ate, -ave (-0Hv)
after the stem of the B1 verbs
or the endings
-, -€ig, -&i, -opug, -gite, -0vV
after the stem of the B2 verbs

Bl B2

WAG(-6m), WANG, WAA(-de), ... UTOp®, UTOPEIC, UTOPEL, ...

You can see the personal endings of the simple present of both subgroups of the 2™ conjugation and
the conjugation of the verbs wlo (speak) en umopd (can) in the table below:

Bl B2

-0 (-4o) WA® (-Go) | speak -0 UTOp® I can

-0g Aag you speak -gig umopeig you can

-a (-asgy) wAa (-aev) he/she/it speaks | -si pmopel he/shelit can
-ape (-ovpe) wAdpe (-oovpe)  we speak -ovpue umopodue we can

-ate pkare you speak -gite umopeite you can
-ave (-ovv) wAdve (-0Hv) they speak -00v(g) UTopovv they can
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12.3.1.2 Formation of the simple present of the medio-passive voice
Notice that some Greek verbs in the medio-passive voice have an active meaning in English as
épyopon (come), kowdpan (sleep) etc. .

Group A, 1% conjugation

Characteristics

The personal endings of the simple present of the medio-passive voice of the verbs belonging to group
A are:

-OpLUL, -EGUL, -ETOL, -OLAGTE, -EGTE, -OVTAL.

Formation steps
The verb vtovopon (get dressed) is used as example:
1. Find the present stem of the verb (omit -, -opat).

VTHVE — VIUVOUOL — VTOV-

2. Place after the stem the endings
-OLaL, -EGAL, -ETUL, -(')],10,61'8, -E€0TE, -OVTOL.

vTov-opan
VTOV-E601L
VTOV-ETON

VTUV-OO.GTE
VTOV-EGTE
VTOV-0VTUL

You can see the personal endings of the simple present of the medio-passive voice of the 1%
conjugation and the conjugation of the verb vtovopou (get dressed) in the table below:

-opo vrhvopa I am (or get) dressed
-£601 vrhvecan you are dressed
-£TO VIOVETOL he/shefit is dressed
-0poote VIUVOHOGTE we are dressed
-£6TE VTOVEGTE you are dressed
-0VTOlL VTHVOVTOL they are dressed

Group B, 2™ conjugation
Characteristics
The endings of the simple present of the medio-passive voice of verbs belonging to group B are:

B1l: -1épay, -1€ea, -1£Tal, -IOPaoTE, 1£0TE, -10VVTAL
B2: -ovpav/apal, -aeot, -aTon, -6pacTE, -46TE, -0VVTOL
Arch. conj.: -ovpan, -gioon, -€ital, -00HAGTE, -€I6TE, -0VVTAL

Formation steps

Verbs B1 and B2

The verbs ayoaméuo (be loved) en xowovpon / kowdpon (Sleep) are used as examples:
1. Find the present stem of the verb (omit -®, -1épat, -obuat, -Guat).

Bl B2

OyOmd — OYOTIELOL — QYOI Kolovpot / Koo — Kot

2. Place the endings
-Epan, -1€o0L, -1ETL, -IOPOOTE, 1E0TE, -10VVTUL
after the stem of the B1 verbs
or the endings
-oOpavapay, -doay, -4tay, -6pacTe, -4ote, -ovvToL
after the stem of the B2 verbs
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Bl B2

oyom-tEpo Kol-ovpav/dpon
ayon-tEcon Ko-Goan
ayon-1ETon Kow-Gron

You can see the personal endings of the simple present of the medio-passive voice of the 2™
conjugation and the conjugation of the verb ayamépon (be loved), xowovuar (sleep) in the table
below:

Bl B2

-1€pa ayomépan I am loved -ovpovapon kowpovpovapor | sleep
-1éo01 ayomécan you are loved -Goot Kolpaoon you sleep
€T ayoméTan he... -Gt Koudran he ...
-W0pOcTE  OYOTIOPNOGTE  WE ... -0poote Kowdpaote we ...
-1€6TE oyomESTE you ... -Gote KOULAOTE you ...
-10vVTOL ayomwovvrar  they ... -00VTOL KolovvTal they ...

Verbs with archaic conjugation
Some verbs ending in -obual as dunyoduar (narrate), amoteloduon (consist), ppoduor (imitate),
amacyolovpot (busy oneself with, employ) etc. follow the archaic conjugation.

The verb dimyovpon (narrate) is used as example:
1. Find the present stem of the verb (omit -oopaw).

| dmyovuol — dmy-

2. Place after the stem the personal endings of the archaic conjugation
-o0paL, -gicay, -gital, -00NOOTE, -Ei0TE, -0VVTOL

dmy-odpan
dmy-gican
dmy-gitan

dmy-odpoote
ouy-¢icte
dmy-odvral

You can see the endings of the simple present of the medio-passive voice of the verbs with the archaic
conjugation and the conjugation of the verb dimyobuoun (narrate) in the table below:

-ovpon dmyovpa | narrate
-gioal duyeiocm you narrate
-gitan duyeitan he ...
-odpoote dmyovpacte we ...
-glote duyeiote you ...
-ovvTaL duyovvran they ...

Some seldom used verbs ending in -@pot follow the archaic conjugation as well, as the verb eyyvopot
(guarantee):
EYYL-OUAL, EYYL-GOAL, EYYV-ATAL, EYYV-OLUACTE, EYYV-AOTE, EYYL-OVTOL.
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